
 

 

 

Yetholm and District Community Council Meeting 
Minutes of the Meeting held in Yetholm Youth Hall 

Tuesday 28th April 2026 at 7pm 
 

Present: Fiona Thompson (FT), Susan Stewart (SS), Denise Allan (DA), Angela Walker (AW), 
Euan Gibson (EG), Sarah Elliot (SE). 
Scottish Borders Councillors – Euan Robson (ER), Simon Mountford (SM) 
Apologies: Paul Freeland – Cook (PFC), Kevin Lee (KL) 
Members of the Public: 4 present. 
 

  Action 
1 Apologies for Absence:  As Above  
2 Minutes of previous meeting, approval, and signature 

The minutes of the previous meeting had been circulated prior to the meeting and 
were approved with no amendments and signed by the Chair.  

 

3 Matters Arising from minutes/outstanding issues.  
Bottle Bank – ER continues to look into an extra bottle bank. New contract with 
company still being negotiated. 
Picnic Bench – awaiting installation of plinth. 
Path down to Haugh – work had been completed although wooden shuttering at 
sides of path had been dislodged in the process of this work being undertaken. 
Defib Pads – AW commented that SBC cannot facilitate a Border wide purchase 
of these items. 
Phone Boxes – ER reported that he had discussed with senior staff re boxes now 
not being operational. Feedback was that criteria had changed and there was 
adequate mobile coverage in our area. ER was to request that our phone boxes 
were not removed as could potentially be used for some other purpose. 
Glass bottles on pallets – PFC had sent an update saying that to date he had been 
unable to contact the Community Police Officer. FT to try and speak to Paul 
Owenson (Community Policing) re this. 
Christmas Lights stored at Pavilion – FT said they were not all battery operated 
and query re all appropriate fixtures and fittings being there. After discussion all 
agreed to dispose of all these lights. 
Potholes at bottom of school drive – still required to be repaired. Noted that large 
areas of potholes had been filled in and around the village in the last couple of 
weeks. Morebattle road would be closed in week of 25th May for major road 
repairs. SE commented that road from Duncanhaugh to Hayhope needed some 
repair. 
Salt bags at school – had been removed. 
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4 Members of the Public – Issues and or Concerns 
A MOP asked if Community Police Officer could attend the forthcoming Beltane 
Event during the day at some point. FT to check if this was possible. 
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   5 Festival Week 20206 
FT reported that Installation of 2026 Principals would take place this Friday 1st 
May at 7pm in Wauchope Hall. This was to be followed on by a disco. 

 
 
 

   6 Portfolio Discussions  
 Housing and Planning – Vacant  

One application had been received – Maple House Town Yetholm for partial 
 
 



 

 

 

change of use change of use of existing private workshop to mixed light 
commercial use and erection of summerhouse. CC will submit observations on this 
application it was agreed. 
Discussion re structure being erected at Bonny brae Town Yetholm. No 
application had been received but identified that it was to be a conservatory, and 
this was seen as a temporary/permitted development. 

 Finance –Angela Walker 
AW reported that two web invoices were still outstanding. A grant of £9.5 K had 
been received from National Lottery for improvements at the Pavilion. Noted that 
this under embargo until after the election. AW also noted that reporting back to 
Lottery re how grant was spent was very rigorous and any publicity had to have the 
National Lottery logo on it. 
Refund still awaited from Scottish Water for Pavilion. 
Grant had also been successfully applied to help towards this year’s Seniors 
Supper - £750 was to be awarded at CBAH ceremony in June. 

 
 
 
 

 Village Maintenance and Utilities – Euan Gibson 
EG commented re potholes being filled in – mentioned in matters arising. 
Fibre optic cabling was being installed in and around the villages. 
All agreed to give payment for fuel to a member of the community who had cut 
grass in between the villages. 

 
 

 Education – Sarah Elliot 
SE reported that Parent council had recently held a very successful event in the 
Easter Break which had raised £630. 
SE then gave an update on various points at school and nursery – she was due to 
meet with Head Teacher the following day. Nursery at this time is technically full. 
School numbers on the cusp of requiring another teacher. 

 
 
 

 Bowmont Valley – Paul Freeland – Cook 
SS read out report from PFC as follows -  
Cemetery where new gate to go adjoining fence in disrepair  
Playing field gate by container – this a Health and Safety issue kids running onto 
road. If fence helps kids climb onto Pav roof move container and put new gate 
between container and Pavilion. 
Bowmont Valley nothing to discuss for general info passing place between 
Primsidemill and Woodside Brae has been lengthened to accommodate timber 
Lorry’s loading off road all work done at Rox Estates expense but will benefit the 
valley community long term. 

 

 Resilience – Kevin Lee 
FT reported that a member of the community had repaired the fence between the 
villages and did not wish any payment. SS to write thanking him on our behalf. 
Border Search and Rescue were keen to host a free awareness event at Pavilion in 
the coming months. AW commented that perhaps Farmstrong could be included as 
a topic. 
Search and Rescue had also queried if they could use the Pavilion as a rest centre 
when/if they were called out. Discussion took place re this and all agreed that if a 
calendar was set up (Time tree App suggested) and a key safe installed this could 
be of benefit to all. 
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 Grants and Funding – Fiona Thompson 
Discussed in Finance above. 

 
 

 Pavilion/Tourism – Denise Allan 
DA said to check on Fire Extinguisher servicing and First Aid Kit should also be 

 
 



 

 

 

checked and replenished if required. 
Cricket Items had now been removed from Pavilion. 
Spine Race were due into Pavilion in June, and a recent plumbing issue had been 
repaired and paid for. 

 

 Health and Social Services – Vacant 
Nil to report 

 

11 Police Report 
No report received 

 
 

  12 Scottish Borders Councillor’s Update 
Nil to report due to imminent election. 

 
 

13 Additional Correspondence 
SS had circulated all by email as received 

 

  14 Community Council/AOB 
AW reported that she had received a report of resident in Dairy Wood being 
abusive and aggressive to village residents. SS said she had received a phone call 
from a resident re this and she had given them detail of how to contact Community 
Police Officer. 

 
 

 
The meeting closed at 2005 
AGM will be held on Tuesday 26th May prior to CC meeting at 7pm. 
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 26th May 2026 at 7pm.  
 


