
 

 

 

Yetholm and District Community Council Meeting 
Minutes of the Meeting held in Yetholm Youth Hall 

Tuesday 28th October 2025 
 

Present: Paul Freeland Cook (PFC), Susan Stewart (SS), Kevin Lee (KL), Euan Gibson (EG), 
Denise Allan (DA), Sarah Elliot (SE). 
Scottish Borders Councillors – Euan Robson (ER), Simon Mountford (SM) 
Apologies: Fiona Thompson (FT), Angela Walker (AW) 
Members of the Public:  2 present 
 
1 Apologies for Absence:  

As above 
 

2 Minutes of previous meeting, approval and signature 
The Chair was taken by Paul Freeland Cook (PFC) 
The minutes of the previous meeting had been circulated prior to the meeting and 
were approved with no amendments and signed by the Chair. 

 

3 Matters Arising from minutes/outstanding  
Picnic Bench – SS confirmed that she had spoken with SBC and residents 
donating bench and all was in hand. 
Christmas Trees – PFC said he would now need help in having trees cut down 
and the contact had been sourced re obtaining trees. 
20mph sign – PFC had been unable to attend to this safely on his own. SM said 
he would speak to SBC re cutting back high foliage. 
Haugh Steps – ER had spoken with his contact re this and was waiting on email 
response. 
Braeside Road – had been reported and will be inspected. 
KY Bus Shelter – had been reported and the hope was that would be inspected, 
and work (if required) would be carried out from next year’s small schemes 
budget. 
Festival Week – SS gave update in absence of FT. Discussion had taken place at 
recent Festival Meeting re 2026 dates. There had been various options looked at 
and to avoid the Spine Race and an agricultural show clash it had been suggested 
that for one year only the ride would take place on the Tuesday night. This would 
return to the Wednesday in 2027 and noted that positive feedback had been 
received from other Border Towns and stables at the early notice given. 
Cemetery Access –FT still awaiting the formal plans from SBC regarding the 
additional entrance to the cemetery This is still awaited and once received, we will 
be able to get the job costed and ask our SBC Cllrs to consider how best we fund 
the work. The Small Schemes budget is limited but may still be an option. 

Manholes on Dowbrae- A date was to be arranged for a site visit between ER and 
EG. 

Fence at roadside between TY and KY – EG reported a fencer was coming to 
repair this. 

 
 
 
 

   4 Christmas Trees and Lights 
Discussed under matters arising. 

 
 



 

 

 

5 Remembrance Sunday. 
Noted was on Sunday 9th and would be 9.45 at War Memorial followed by service 
in church. Principals aware and SM said that he had a wreath from SBC as well to 
lay at the memorial. Request made to have hedge at memorial tidied up 

 
 
 

6 Fly tipping at Bottle Bank 
Discussion took place re recent fly tipping at site which had been reported by SS 
and resolved. The bottle bank also continues to be an issue with residents 
“dumping” bags and boxes when bins obviously full. Agreed that CCTV was not 
really an option due to GDPR and monitoring issues. ER agreed to ask if another 
bank could be supplied and SS to speak with local pubs re this ongoing issue. 

 
 
 
 
ER 
SS 

7 Members of the Public- Issues and or Concerns 
Bottle bank – discussed above. 
Community Shop – recent email received to shareholders from shop re the 
Management Committee resigning at the forthcoming AGM. This was noted but 
not felt to be an area that the CC could get involved. 

 

8 Portfolio Discussions 
Housing and Planning – Vacant 
One application received – Solar Panels for Youth Hall. Sent to all Councillors. 
Response due by 12/11. No comments received. 

 
 

 Finance – Angela Walker 
AW circulated up to date report to all after the meeting and will be discussed at 
next meeting. 

 

 Village Maintenance – Euan Gibson 
EG noted that branches in back lane still required to be cut back. 

 
 
 

 Education – Sarah Elliot 
SE updated meeting that the revised policy was due to be discussed at SBC 
meeting tomorrow and voted on. SE commented that she still had reservations 
about the policy mainly to do with no checks in place and no accountability. The 
policy appeared to specifically target rural areas, and the figure of 10 children was 
too big a number for rural areas to consistently achieve. 
SM and ER asked that it be recorded their thanks to SE for all her work and 
commitment to this policy and all present agreed with this. 

 

 Bowmont Valley – Paul Freeland Cook 

Nil to report 

 
 

 Resilience – Kevin Lee 
Nil to report 

 

 Grants and Funding – Fiona Thompson 
No report  

 
 

  Pavilion/Tourism – Denise Allan  
DA handed over the final cheque from retiring committee to the Pavilion. 
FT had sent the following update - I am still waiting on the plumber confirming 
the price for the pipe insulation. Also, I am waiting on a receipt of payment from 
the electrician which will be passed to the Spine Race for re-imbursing. The Spine 
Race have re-imbursed the plumbers’ costs (Angela to confirm). There is a 
Halloween party being held on Friday afternoon. The revised date for the 

 
 



 

 

 

installation of the Smart meter is Monday 17/11/25. No further update as yet 
regarding the request for Scottish Water to remove the Waste charge on the 
property.  

 Health and Social Services – Vacant 
A recent bingo night had raised £135 for defibrillator supplies. 

 

9 Police Report 
September report had been circulated earlier today. 

 

10 Scottish Borders Council Update 
SM commented that annual budget setting process was now in progress. There 
was no money to spare, and £8 million savings required to be identified. A rise of 
5% in Community Charge was likely in the next year. 
Discusion re a new Strategic Housing Investment Plan by Yuill Community Trust 
with 9 new houses being built in TY on the field at the far end of Woodbank 
Road. There would be 4 affordable houses and the remaining 5 would be current 
market price. Deanfield Place also mentioned as development area for Eildon 
Housing. All of this was part of a five-year rolling investment plan for both 
companies. 
Live Borders due to make decisions on various facilities around the Borders. The 
only one in our area that could be affected was Abbey Row. Noted that library in 
Kelso was one of the best used in the Borders. 

 

11 Additional Correspondence 
All had been sent out by email  

 
 

12 Community Council/A.O. B 
FT had sent query re grass cutting machine and instruction manual. KL gave 
manual to SS. Also noted that servicing had been offered when purchased but this 
was not included in the warranty. 

 

 
The meeting closed at 2005 
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 2nd December 2025 at 7pm in The Youth Hall 


